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I. PROGRAMMATIC ACTIVITIES

Secondary School Course Development

Teacher Training Project
In January, IFES/Kazakhstan Project Coordinator Marat Bigaliev and Communications
Coordinator Karlygash Balapanova conducted training seminars for teachers from new IFES
pilot schools in Pavlodar, Atyrau and Karaganda.  In all three locations, IFES representatives
worked closely with the local Departments of Education (DoE) and Institutes for Teacher’s
Qualification and Skills Improvement.  Oblast and city DoEs, as well as Teacher’s Institutes,
sent representatives to all seminars. The events were designed to familiarize new pilot school
teachers with the IFES Democracy and Civics textbook and the methodology of instructing the
civics course that goes along with the book.  The presence of regional government
representatives was essential, since it gave clarity to issues such as the number of hours in the
school’s curriculum allocated to the civic education courses.  Their attendance also provided a
forum for the teachers to ask questions and get direct answers.

The seminar included presentations on course methodology, and forms and methods for teaching
civic education topics.  During the afternoon sections, teachers learned how to adapt and work
with the practical exercises and student tasks contained within the IFES textbook.  Special
attention was also given to the Student Action Committee (SAC) and Student Local Government
Day (SLGD) projects.

During the seminar, a pre-test component was introduced as a new addition to the training
agenda.  The IFES team explained that the purpose of the pre-test was to measure students’
knowledge of basic principles of democracy and civics. A post-course exam was also introduced,
in order to monitor progress achieved.  The exam questions cover subjects which reflect the
themes of the course.  In each region IFES will work with its local coordinators, who are
responsible for gathering pre-test results from schools and then reporting them to the IFES office
in Almaty.

Furthermore, IFES developed the training agenda to provide teachers with ways to find their own
manner of teaching the new civic education concepts which best meets the needs of their
students.  As the textbook and course are in their second year of piloting, IFES has encouraged
participating teachers and schools to find the optimal way of using the material, with the greatest
emphasis on the student interactive exercises contained within each chapter.  The training
seminar also explored how to avoid possible problems in class and the best methods for
introducing certain topics of the textbook.  By the end of the seminar, all attendees understood
how to implement the course and textbook, and had a much better understanding of how the
course fits into the greater Ministry of Education plan.

Another positive aspect of the training was that it provided an opportunity for teachers to share
their experiences.  Out of 52 teachers who participated, 35 teachers had already launched the
course during the third quarter of the school year, starting in January 2001.  All of those schools
have civic education as a separate and distinct subject in their curriculum.  Eighty percent of the



35 new schools reported to receive IFES textbooks by the middle of January.  The remaining
schools received their books by the end of January.

IFES and the Ministry of Education
During the second quarter, IFES continued to work closely with the Ministry of Education
(MoE) in Astana.  Unfortunately, due to the change in leadership at the Ministry of Education,
additional time was required to develop the final draft of the MoU.  Marat Bigaliev,
IFES/Kazakhstan Project Coordinator, met with Mrs. Mairash Ishanova, the Senior Specialist on
Civic Education of the Department for the Secondary and General Education, to discuss the draft
Memo of Understanding (MoU) and the draft program for the Student Olympiad on Civic
Education.  The MoU, once signed, would be the governing document of all of IFES’ civic
education programs and have the formal, official backing of the Ministry.  Ishanova suggested
that the new IFES Project Manager, Bradley Austin, should meet the new Minister of Education,
Mr. Bektyrganov, to discuss the MoU and all of the IFES-proposed student initiatives.  In
addition, the Ministry of Education indicated its full support of the program and expressed its
interest to attend the March Olympiad.  By mid-February, the Ministry issued letters to all local
Departments of Education instructing them to prepare for the Olympiad in Almaty and also
planned to utilize the press-service of the Ministry and media outlets to cover the event and
provide certificates for the winners.

Student Olympiad/Teachers Seminar on Civic Education
Throughout the quarter, IFES continued preparations for the Student Olympiad event in March,
that was organized to bring together top students from the IFES textbook pilot schools.  During
the month of February, IFES finalized regulations and agenda for the Student Olympiad and
Teachers’ Seminar, which would take place at the same time.  The Ministry of Education
assisted IFES in organizing city and oblast schools to hold preliminary student competitions,
with winners being invited to participate in the March event.  Invitations to attend the Olympiad
were sent to several guests, including five judges, Ministry of Education officials, representatives
of local colleges, foreign embassies, USAID, and the U.S. Embassy.  The Indian Embassy also
agreed to help sponsor creative activities for students during free time.

After months of extensive and exhaustive preparation work, the Student Olympiad for Civic
Education and Teachers’ Seminar were finally held on March 29th and 30th.  All students
participated in a rigorous scheduled at the Olympiad, showing that they learned a great deal just
to get there.  Initial feedback indicated that the students also enjoyed the Olympiad, which IFES
anticipates will facilitate continued interest in civic education and help to ensure the future
sustainability of the program.

The contributions of civic education teacher Lydia Rybakova on the design of the Olympiad
rounds and individual tests also brought great results.  Her continued involvement in developing
the Teachers’ Agenda proved invaluable, since the program that she developed with IFES kept
the teachers thinking, interacting and energized.  They fed off one another, sharing ideas and
using personal experiences as guides to being better civic education instructors.

The Olympiad was an opportunity for IFES to get broader evaluation and feedback on their
course and textbook. The teachers went home with questionnaires for themselves, their students



and the students’ parents.  These questionnaires are designed to evaluate each topic of the civic
education course, and once returned, these documents will enable IFES to conduct a thorough
evaluation.

In addition, the Olympiad also provided immediate assistance to other IFES programs.  Right
after the Olympiad and Seminar, Marat Bigaliev, IFES/Kazakhstan Project Coordinator, met
with staff of IFES/Kyrgystan and explained various aspects of IFES/Kazakhstan curriculum
development and civic education projects.

Furthermore, the Olympiad created connections for the students and teachers with various
organizations.  The Ministry of Education was represented by Ms. Raisa Petrovna Sher, who
addressed the attendees and talked with the students, teachers and USAID staff.  IFES also
invited staff members from the Kazakhstan Institute of Management, Economics and Strategic
Research, the Association of Young Leaders, and the Indian Embassy to participate in the
Olympiad.  In addition, five judges who represented various parts of the civic non-governmental
community oversaw the academic facet of the event and frequently interacted with the students.
As a result of such diversity of invited guests, the Olympiad was very interesting for the students
and they obtained a lot of useful information to further their studies and civic education.

Pre-Test Results
In February and March, IFES began receiving results from pre-tests conducted in Pavlodar,
Karaganda and Atyrau.  Poor results in some schools were expected, since the test was to judge
how much information the students knew on a subject that they have not yet studied.  Knowing
this, questions were also asked about subjects that the students already learned, such as
humanities, law or economics.  In addition, it is also possible that the pre-test questions were
based too much on the IFES Civics text to ascertain the students’ preliminary understanding of
civics.

According to local coordinators in Pavlodar oblast, a total of 464 students from 14 schools have
passed the pre-tests, with 14% receiving “A”, 30% receiving “B”, 40% receiving “C”, and 16%
receiving “D”.   Principal of the Atyrau School #17, Mr. Rassukhin, also reported while no one
received “A”s or “B”s, 2-4 students received “C” or “D” and the remaining 18 – 20 students
failed.  Results from the third region where pre-tests were held, Karaganda, were the best out of
the three. All 419 students from the seven participating schools in Karaganda passed the pre-test,
with 47% scoring an “A”; 37% scoring a “B”, and 16% scoring a “C”.  Pre-test results from the
remaining schools are still being gathered by IFES.

While collecting results, IFES was informed that additional schools expressed an interest in the
IFES civic education textbook/course. IFES is keeping track of these schools and plans to
include them in the expanded IFES textbook project starting in September 2001. IFES Project
Manager Bradley Austin and Country Coordinator Marat Bigaliev visited three schools in Astana
that are part of the IFES pilot network.  All schools had conducted the mock student election
exercise, which is one of the key student group activities featured in the course. Austin and
Bigaliev received an overview of how the mock election project proceeded and discussed with
teachers and students how to improve the process of mock elections for future years.



Student Action Committees

In January, a joint IFES/Kazakhstan and IFES/Uzbekistan team held a Student Action
Committee organizational discussion in Karaganda.  At the meeting, IFES representatives Marat
Bigaliev (IFES/Kazakhstan) and Dmitry Shevkun (IFES/Uzbekistan) focused on instructing
teacher-mentors to encourage participating students to seek out issues that address community
problems.  Teachers reported on the status of civic education courses and pre-existing student
outreach activities in their schools.  Karaganda was identified as the pilot city for the IFES
Student Action Committee project.  Using lessons learned there, the project would then expand
to include students in Atyrau and Pavlodar.

While in Karaganda, IFES representatives also met with Marina Sabitova, Director of the Center
for Support of Democracy (CSD).  IFES and CSD discussed details of opening an IFES
Democracy Resource Center in Karaganda using the existing center at the CSD office as a base.
The location of the resource center should prove convenient for most schools and NGOs in the
Karaganda city limits.  Sabitova provided IFES an updated list of all local NGOs, which will be
distributed among the Student Action Committee teacher-mentors as potential partners for the
students.

During the month of February, IFES continued to maintain its focus on the development of
Student Action Committee (SAC) projects in secondary schools. One of the highlights of IFES’
February activities was attending SAC group presentations in the gymnasium # 46 in Almaty.  At
this event, six groups of 11th graders, mentored by their teachers, gave presentations about
various problems facing Kazakhstan’s society.  The topics for their presentations included
financial solvency for the city of Almaty, city improvement, the unemployment problem, the
problem of teenage crime, the AIDS epidemic and issues facing Kazakhstan’s youth.  Each
group presentation provided information about the relevance of each particular societal issue,
with students giving statistical and empirical information to reinforce the severity of each
problem.  In addition, the groups presented different approaches and action plans to address each
problem, which included specifying who potential partners would be.  Many of the students
listed particular NGOs, government institutions and individual with whom they would need to
work to effectively address the community problems presented.  Each group outlined their final
recommendations for solutions to the problems.  Each presentation clearly reflected a great deal
of research done by the students, relying on many different sources, including interviews with
local governmental organizations and NGOs. Two groups even used video to make their
presentations, which included taped interviews with local citizens.  IFES noted that students
displayed good analytic and public speaking skills.  At the conclusion of the event, each student
was awarded a Certification of Participation.  The IFES draft manual “How to Organize Student
Action Committees” had been used earlier to train the teacher-mentors in guiding the students
through the project.  The manual will be finalized and used as part of regular teacher training
next August for the democracy and civics textbook and course.

Student Local Government Day (SLGD)

Throughout the quarter, IFES made considerable progress on the SLGD activity.  Most
importantly, a relationship with the International City/County Management Association has



produced the names of potential hosts for the students.  The prospective mentors indicated their
support for the program.

Furthermore, IFES was able to secure the support of the teachers for the SLDG activity.
Although the idea of close interaction between students and elected officials is a new one in
Kazakhstan, several progressive participants have indicated their interest.

II. MATERIALS PRODUCED

During the second quarter, IFES developed the training agenda for January training seminars for
teachers from new IFES pilot schools in Karaganda, Pavlodar and Atyrau.  The training agenda
provided teachers with ways to find their own manner of teaching the new civic education
concepts which best meets the needs of their students.  To assess the level of competence in civic
education among students in Kazakhstan’s schools, IFES/Kazakhstan team also drafted a
questionnaire which was employed during pre-tests of several targeted schools.  Furthermore, to
prepare for the Student Olympiad in March, IFES designed the Olympiad rounds and individual
tests on civic education, developed teacher’s agenda for the teacher’s portion of the Olympiad,
and produced a questionnaire for the Olympiad’s participants to receive their feedback on IFES
course and textbook.

III. ISSUES AND PROBLEMS

IFES/Kazakhstan underwent several transitions, both internal and external, during the second
quarter.  After a several month absence of a Project Manager,  IFES was pleased to welcome
Bradley J. Austin as Project Manager for IFES/Kazakhstan.  Shortly after Mr. Austin’s arrival,
the office also changed locations and moved forward with their efforts to register.  The
registration issue was one of the most pressing that IFES faced during the second quarter, but
had to be completed in order to stay in compliance with Kazakhstani law.  The registration
process presents a unique set of problems.  There is conflicting information on NGOs’ tax status
in Kazakhstan, there is no clear guidance as to what documents are necessary to complete the
process, and there are varying format and language requirements for registration documents.

A further issue facing IFES/Kazakhstan during the quarter was continuing delays within the
Ministry of Education (MoE).  The Ministry of Education was slow to provide a list of profile
schools, despite repeated and frequent requests from IFES/Kazakhstan.  IFES is continuing
progress on the execution of a Protocol of Understanding (PoU), which will outline the exact
responsibilities of the Department of Education.  The conclusion of the PoU has remained  a top
priority throughout the quarter.  Almost all offices involved with this document have presented
problems. A new Minister was recently appointed to the MoE, thus producing a turnover in MoE
staff and delaying consideration of the document.  While the civic education program is
continuing without the PoU, having the PoU signed will greatly clarify our roles and obligations.

IFES has also had to contend with the criticism it has received on the quality of the translation of
the textbook in Kazakhstan.  Consequently, correcting the text is a priority for IFES and it would
like to address any problems with the textbook right away.  Therefore, IFES appreciates USAID



attention to this matter and would encourage USAID to continue to forward comments regarding
the textbook, so that these matters can be addressed during a future re-writing of the textbook.

IV. IMPACT SUMMARY

Please find a summary of IFES’ progress towards its workplan benchmarks in Attachment A.



ATTACHMENT A:
Evaluation of Progress towards Workplan Benchmarks

Projected benchmarks for
2nd Quarter of FY2001

Projected completion date:
(According to workplan)

Status: Comments:

I. Civic Education
Teacher Training January 2001 Completed Teacher training seminars

held:
-January 9, 2001 in Pavlodar
(included 20 teachers)
-January 10, 2001 in Atyrau
(included 18 teachers)
-January 15, 2001 in
Karaganda (included 14
teachers)

Student Pre-testing January 2001 Completed Pre-test distributed and
completed during the week of
January 8, 2001

Beginning of CE Course January 2001 Completed Of the 52 teachers trained in
January, 35 launched the IFES
course in January 2001.

Student Olympiad March 2001 Completed Student Olympiad event held
in Karagalinsky on March 29-
30, 2001.

II. Student Action
Committees
SAC Teacher Training January 2001 Completed SAC training seminars were

conducted at the same time as
the CE textbook seminars in
January.

Initiation and implementation
of SAC activities

January - February 2001 Completed 17 schools have introduced
SAC activities during the
semester commencing 1/01.



III. Summer Camps
Identification of camp
locations

February 2001 Completed IFES is beginning preparation
for two camps during Summer
2001: one in Atyrau and one
in Karaganda.

Identification of NGO
Partners

March 2001 Anticipated May 2001 IFES staff will meet with
potential NGO partners during
visits to Atyrau and
Karaganda (in association
with SLGD activity) during
May 16 - 18

IV. Student Local
Government Day
Identification of local
government partners

February 2001 Preliminary activities
completed, final confirmation
of participants expected April
2001

IFES staff have contacted the
local officials and teachers in
Atyrau and Pavlodar from the
list that ICMA provided.  The
initial results are positive, and
all officials who have been
contacted expressed interest in
the project.  IFES staff sent
preliminary information to all
potential participants, in
preparation for the training
sessions scheduled in May.

Development of Guidebook March 2001 Completed Three guidebooks have been
completed for the SLGD
activity: one for students, one
for teachers and one for
participating local government
officials.

Training of students and local
government officials

April 2001 Anticipated May 2001 SLGD training sessions are
scheduled in Atyrau on May



16, 2001 and in Karaganda on
May 18, 2001.

V. Information Resource
Development
Launch of IFES/CAR Website February 2001 Completed IFES/CAR website

(www.ifescentralasia.kg) was
launched on March 30, 2001



АНКЕТА
для учащихся, изучающих факультативный курс 

«Введение в гражданское образование»

Дорогие учащиеся!

В настоящее время Международный Фонд Избирательных Систем совместно с
Департаментом Среднего Общего Образования при Министерстве Образования и
Науки Республики Казахстан проводят опрос с целью оценки эффективности
факультативного курса.  Множество учащихся, таких же как и Вы, отвечают на наши
вопросы.  Анонимность опроса мы гарантируем.  Результаты опроса будут
обработаны и использоваться только в обобщенном виде.  Ваши мнения будут
полезными для оценки эффективности курса и для дальнейшей работы по его
усовершенствованию.  

Благодарим Вас за сотрудничество!

1. Какие проблемы общества после прохождения данного курса волнуют Вас
больше всего?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. Позволят ли приобретенные знания и навыки занять активную
гражданскую позицию в демократическом обществе?

3. Достаточно ли программа пособия:

а) готовит молодежь к зрелому служению отечеству:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

б) помогает познакомиться с ходом общественных процессов и
деятельностью различных организаций:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

в) повышает личную и общественную ответственность, вовлеченность
в общественную жизнь:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить



г) помогает сформировать полные представления о типе социального
устройства, институтах, функциях государства, компетентности
личности в современном обществе:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

д) помогает усвоить фундаментальные демократические ценности:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

е)  внушает чувство личной ценности и способности к лидерству и
решению проблем:
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

4. Дает ли пособие новое видение и углубляет ли традиционные
представления о гражданском обществе, демократии, власти, личной
свободе?
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. Объединяет ли данное пособие цели гражданского образования, его суть,
основные понятия и проблемы?
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. Дает ли возможность данное пособие лучше усваивать и запоминать
учебный материал?
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет



� затрудняюсь ответить

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. Дает ли возможность факультативный курс «Введение в гражданское
образование» лучше усваивать и запоминать учебный материал в
отличие от основного предмета по граждановедению («Человек и
Общество», «Основы Государства и Права» и т.п.) в вашей школе?
� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить
� Ваше мнение

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

8. Вы можете перечислить (выделить) чему научились в процессе работы с
данным курсом?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. Все ли предложенные темы действительно важны для Вас, для всего
общества? Какие?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10. Позволяют ли стиль изложения материала, его содержание лучше понять
предложенные темы или затемняют смысл тем, проблем?  Если да, то
какие темы курса?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

11. Как Вы поняли, что является главной целью курса? Достиг ли учебник
поставленной перед ним цели?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

12. Есть ли другие темы или проблемы, которые, Вы думаете, стоит
изучать?  Что это за проблемы?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



13. Что можно считать, на Ваш взгляд, самым важным в учебнике:
предложенные темы, содержание, стиль изложения или что-либо другое?

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



АНКЕТА

Для родителей учащихся, изучающих факультативный курс 
«Введение в гражданское образование»

Дорогие родители!

В настоящее время Международный Фонд Избирательных Систем совместно с
Департаментом Среднего Общего Образования при Министерстве Образования и
Науки Республики Казахстан проводят опрос с целью оценки эффективности
факультативного курса.  Множество родителей, таких же как и Вы, отвечают на
наши вопросы.  Анонимность опроса мы гарантируем.  Результаты опроса будут
обработаны и использоваться только в обобщенном виде.  Ваши мнения будут
полезными для оценки эффективности курса и для дальнейшей работы по его
усовершенствованию.  

Благодарим Вас за сотрудничество!

1. Довольны ли Вы: Ответы:
А) уровнем развития способностей
Вашего ребенка, позволяющим ему
достигать особых успехов в
определенных областях деятельности;

Б) отношением, сложившимся в данный
момент у Вашего ребенка к специальному
курсу «Гражданское образование»

� вполне доволен
� скорее доволен
� скорее  не доволен
� совершенно не доволен
� затрудняюсь ответить

� вполне доволен
� скорее доволен
� скорее  не доволен
� совершенно не доволен
� затрудняюсь ответить

2. Повлиял ли данный специальный курс на
формирование целостного современного
мировоззрения, гражданской позиции,
ответственности Вашего ребенка?

� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� Затрудняюсь ответить

3. Если бы Вы были преподавателем по
специальному курсу «Гражданское
образование», то какие темы или
проблемы могли предложить учащимся
для изучения?
4. Какие черты гражданина с активной
жизненной позицией проявляются у
Вашего ребенка теперь наиболее ярко?
5. Дискутирует ли Ваш ребенок дома
темы из учебника?  
6. Ваши предложения относительно
специального курса



АНКЕТА
Для учителей, преподающих факультативный курс 

«Введение в гражданское образование»

Уважаемые коллеги!

В настоящее время Международный Фонд Избирательных Систем совместно с
Департаментом Среднего Общего Образования при Министерстве Образования и
Науки Республики Казахстан проводят опрос с целью оценки эффективности
факультативного курса.  Множество преподавателей, таких же как и Вы, отвечают
на наши вопросы.  Анонимность опроса мы гарантируем.  Результаты опроса будут
обработаны и использоваться только в обобщенном виде.  Ваши мнения будут
полезными для оценки эффективности курса и для дальнейшей работы по его
усовершенствованию.  

Благодарим Вас за сотрудничество!

1. Позволяет ли курс: Ответы:
А) применять нетрадиционные формы
обучения учащихся и новые
педагогические технологии?

� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

Б) излагать учебный материал урока в
логическом последствии?

� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

2. Интересны ли ученикам учебник и
практические упражнения к ним?

� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

3. Достигает ли курс своей цели в
повышении знания учащихся и в их
осознании вопросов демократии и ее
ценностей?

� Да
� скорее Да
� скорее  Нет
� Нет
� затрудняюсь ответить

4. Как в целом курс повлиял на отношение
учащихся к учебе и их будущему?
 
5. Каковы сильные и слабые стороны
учебного материала?  Что можно
усовершенствовать?

6. Ваши предложения.



AGENDA
The Republican Olympiad/Seminar on Civic Education

March 29-30, 2001

Wednesday, March 28
Arrival and registration of attendees

Thursday, March 29

Student Olympiad
8:30 – 9:00 Breakfest
9:30 – 10:00 Openning, introduction of attendees and guests
10:30 – 12:30 Fisrt Round: written examination (tests)
13:00 – 14:00 Lunch
14:00 – 15:30 Second Round:  Situation execises, historical

personalities, oral tasks «Your vision on
freedom».

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee-break
16:00 -  18:00 Role games for student introduction (non-

competition)

Friday, March 30

9:30 – 10:30 Time for the final preparations for finalists
10:30 – 11:30 Third Round: Presentation from Finalists
11:30 – 12:30 Time for Judges
12:30 – Award Ceremony

Closing of the Olympiad and the Seminar
 With the following lunch

15:00 - Departure of all participants in accordance with
the travel schedule

Thursday, March 29

Teacher’s Seminar
8:30 – 9:00 Breakfest
9:30 – 10:00 Openning, introduction of attendees and guests
10:00 – 11:30 Course methodology (Developing best practices

for the course and teacher's manual (group
work).

11:30 – 11:45  Coffee-break
11:45 – 12:45  Groups presentations
12:45 – 13:00  Session devoted for the course monitoring

(introduction with final tests, questionnaires for
teachers, parents and students).

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch
14:00 – 15:30 Teachers observe the second round of the

Olympiad
15:30 – 15:45  Coffee-break
15:45  - 16:30 Session for the SAC and SLGD projects
16:30  - 17:30  Interactive methods of education
17:30  - 18:00  Open session for questions, comments.

Olympiad and Seminar on Civic Education conducted by IFES with
support of the USA Agency for International Development  (USAID) and

by the Department for Secondary, General and Primary Professional
Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan
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Test assignments for the participants
of the Republican Olympiad on Civic Education

March 29-30, 2001
Almaty

1. Bahai’s is:

a) A religion founded in Iran
b) An international Catholic relief organization
c) A branch of a Christian belief system
d) the elites of society – a lineage that passed through families
e) Philosophic tendency of XX century

2. Civil culture is

a) society’s level of understanding regarding its political system and the
citizens’ role in that system.

b) a societal culture that promotes the existence of a civil society
c) the idea that there are values which benefit the entire society
d) the non-governmental realm, which may also refer to the economic or

commercial activities of a society
e) a societal culture that promotes economic development of a civil society

3. The process of offering a certain product for sale is called

a) Barter
b) Cooperation
c) Competition
d) Marketing
e) Scarcity

4. Civil liberties are:

a) Allowing individuals to invest without undue government interference
b) A set of freedoms that involve citizens’ ability to create a free society
c) A set of freedoms that involve citizens’ ability to choose their own from of

government through set procedures
d) A set of freedoms that involve citizens’ ability to create economy
e) A set of freedoms allowing citizens to choose a system themselves

5. Historically set rules, confirmed by many-times use are called

a) Right
b) Habit
c) Tradition
d) Codex
e) Religious norms
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6. Name the rule that is universal for all cultures when getting married

a) Incest taboo
b) Marry as 13
c) Premarital relations taboo
d) Adultery taboo
e) Marriage instituted by religious norms

7. Where does a system of primogeniture dominate

a) China, France
b) Denmark, USA
c) England, Japan
d) Italy, China
e) France, Russia

8. What ethical values are critical to the institution of the family

a) care, respect
b) responsibility, trust
c) tolerance, friendship
d) love, respect
e) legal relations

9. How does demand differ from need?

a) By number of goods on a market
b) By incentive, benefit
c) By customers wants
d) By actual customers demand, e.g. solvent demand
e) By number of goods that salesmen are ready to sell

10. What is good?

a) Property, belongings
b) Service, product, satisfaction of needs via buy-sale process
c) Thing that worked for sale
d) Results of work
e) Products designated for sale

11. On what terms can countries become prosperous?

a) When they are offered maximum of economic freedoms
b) Only due to given economic freedoms
c) When a set of freedoms related to citizens opportunities to choose a

form of government is available
d) When citizens participate in a creation of free society
e) When people can dispose their property
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12. Name the countries that prosper in terms of not full democracy

a) Hong Kong, Singapore
b) Congo, Ethiopia
c) Japan, China
d) Russia, Kazakhstan
e) USA, Germany

13. What country was it said about by Tsahiagiyn Elbergdorj that it was
challenging and breaking the stereotype that there is some perception that a
simultaneous transition in political and economic fields is not the way for Asian
countries?

a) India
b) Mongolia
c) China
d) Korea
e) Pakistan

14. Who does privatization in Kazakhstan

a) Tax committee
b) Local administration
c) Ministry
d) Parliament
e) State committee of the Republic of Kazakhstan

15.There are four forms of privatization.  What form of privatization doesn’t exist?

a) Privatization according to individual projects
b) Privatization in agriculture and food processing sector
c) Privatization of state enterprises
d) Small privatization
e) Mass privatization

16. What right did the previous Soviet government reject?

a) Natural rights
b) Cultural rights
c) Social rights
d) Political rights
e) Private property right

17. What year was the Land Act adopted in the Republic of Kazakhstan?

a) 1991
b) 2001
c) 2000
d) 1999
e) 1995
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18. Deposit is …

a) endorsement
b) To place for safekeeping or in trust, especially in bank account
c) Financing of capital investments
d) Long-term loans
e) Holding shares and other securities

19. Democracy can be direct and representative. Choose the form of
representative democracy

a) Deputies of the Senate of RK
b) General Party meeting
c) President Election in R?
d) Majilis Deputies Election in R?
e) General meeting of micro districts’ citizens

20. In what country belonging to state is displayed in a form of nationality, not
citizenship?

a) Kazakhstan
b) Russia
c) United Kingdom
d) USA
e) France

21. Xenophobia is…

a) hatred or mistrust of people who belong to other national groups
b) the development from a rural based society to a modern, urban and

industrial society
c) love and trust to people who belong to other national groups
d) actions of the group that was repressed
e) national identification

22. When the Supreme Court adopted the Declaration “About State Sovereignty of
the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic”?

a) October 25th, 1990
b) October 25th, 1991
c) November 25th, 1990
d) November 25th, 1990
e) September 25th, 1990

23. Give the definitions of the legal state?

a) Despotia
b) Supremacy of force methods of government
c) Guarantee and protection of personal rights and freedoms
d) Priority of state interests over private interests
e) Supremacy of executive power over legislative
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24. Who of Biys was a special upholder to unify three Kazakh zhuz?

a) Aiteke bi
b) Tole bi
c) Ablay
d) Kasym
e) Kazybek bi

25. What people created the world last great nomadic empire?

a) Mongolian
b) Turkmenian
c) Kyrgyz
d) Uzbek
e) Kazakh

26. When was the Kazakh State Socialist Republic formed as a member of the
USSR?

a) 1937
b) 1936
c) 1932
d) 1938
e) 1927

27. Which of the former USSR Republics was the last to declare independence?

a) Byelorussia
b) Ukraine
c) Georgia
d) Kazakhstan
e) Kyrgyzstan

28. What was the name for the first early-feudal state of Turkic tribes?

a) Turgesh kaganat
b) Karluk kaganat
c) State of Karakhinids
d) Western-Turkic kaganat
e) Turkic kaganat

29. Under what khan Kazakh khanate in the end of 17th and beginning of 18th

century became a united state?

a) Abylay
b) Abulkhair
c) Tauekel
d) Tauk
e) Kasym
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30. The most famous supra-national political organization in the world?

a) OSCE
b) NATO
c) UN
d) ?????
e) EU

31. State structure in the Republic of Kazakhstan?

a) Autonomy
b) Confederation
c) Unitary
d) Federation
e) Empire

32. Name the countries that are to be parliamentary systems but governed by
monarch

a) Japan, Spain
b) Russia, France
c) Kazakhstan, Hungary
d) Germany, Czech Republic
e) Italy, Korea

33. Majoritarian system is …

a) electoral systems that involve some sort of minority rule in deciding who wins
an election

b) electoral systems that use different formulae for deciding how to apportion
legislative seats in a way that takes into consideration a variety of parties

c) electoral systems that involve some sort of majority rule in deciding who wins
an election

d) a government by means of force
e) electoral systems that use different formulae for deciding how to apportion

legislative seats

34.  … is the highest legislative or law-making authority in Kazakhstan

a) The Supreme Court
b) The government
c) the Majilis
d) the Parliament
e) the Senate

35. Main qualifications to run for the office of the president of the Republic of
Kazakhstan?

a) Citizen by born
b) Forty years old
c) must speak Kazakh
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d) must have lived in Kazakhstan for at least fifteen years
e) all mentioned above

36. Prime-Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan is …

a) is elected by Parliament members
b) is elected by ministers
c) is nominated by the senate
d) minister is nominated by the president
e) is elected by people

37. What is a role of the Constitutional Council?

a) Adopt laws
b) Approves laws
c) Stop the effect of law
d) Controls the execution of laws
e) All mentioned above

38. The body that is in charge of administration of elections to Parliament?

a) Parliament
b) Government
c) Central Election Commission
d) Local Election Commission
e) Political party’s headquarter

39. Members of the Senate are elected by?

a) Maslikhat deputies
b) People
c) Majilis deputies
d) Local Self Administration
e) Political parties

40. What country takes the first place for the number of women holding leading
positions in cabinets of ministers?

a) France
b) United Kingdom
c) Norway
d) India
e) USA

41. Civic right is …

a) Totality of legal norms, regulating property and non-property personal
relations

b) Totality of legal norms, regulating the order of legal proceedings
c) Totality of legal norms, regulating relations concerning principles of

organization and power bodies’ activities
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d) Totality of legal norms, regulating the activity of executive and administrative
bodies

e) Totality of legal norms, regulating citizenship matters

42.  … is a field of law that regulates property and relative non-property personal
relations.

a) Administrative law
b) Criminal law
c) Constitutional law
d) Civil law
e) Labor law

43. According to legislation you are allowed to join the political party from

a) 16 years old
b) 18 years old
c) 17 years old
d) 20 years old
e) 14 years old

44. Where does an International Court for Justice currently sit?

a) Hague, the Netherlands
b) Moscow, Russia
c) Washington, USA
d) Paris, France
e) Bonn, Germany

45. When did Kazakhstan sign the Convention on children rights?

a) 1987
b) 1988
c) 1989
d) 1995
e) 1996



SEMINAR PROGRAM FOR TEACHER’S TRAINIGNS
Republic of Kazakhstan

January, 2001

9:00 –10:00 Opening, introduction of IFES, participants, their views and
feelings about the textbook and IFES CE project.

10:00 - 10:30 Introduction with the CE project and the course

10:30 - 11:00 Coffee-break

11:00 – 12:00 Teaching the course: methodology and possible problems
(in small groups).

12:00 – 13:00 Presentations by breakout groups

13:00 – 13:55 Lunch

14:00 - 14:45 HR and NGO games

14:45 - 15:15 Game presentations

15:15 – 16:15 Discussions on tasks issues

16:15 – 16:30 Coffee-break

16:30 – 17:30 Introduction with the SACs and SLGD projects

17:30 – 18:00 IFES information on CE projects, monitoring the course,
questions, comments, filling out the sheets, certificates and
conclusion. 



R E G U L A T I O N S
On Students Olympiad and Teacher's Seminar on Civic Education

1. Introduction

Over the past two years, the International Foundation for Election Systems
(IFES) in close coordination with the Department for Secondary and General
Education (DoE) under the Ministry of Education and Science in Kazakhstan
has been developing civic education projects in Kazakhstan.  In September
2000, IFES introduced the optional course “Introduction to Civic Education” at
79 schools for their 10th - 11th grade students.  All schools got the textbooks in
the Russian and/or Kazakh languages, free of charge.  The teachers are
provided with educational tools and provided with instructional training.

IFES and DoE are conducting a Republic Student Olympiad among 10th –
11th grade students and in parallel a seminar for teachers.  IFES is hosting
the Olympiad so they can evaluate the course’s effectiveness and provide a
forum for teachers to compare their best practices.

2. Goals:

a) To evaluate the level of students' knowledge learned by taking the optional
course “Introduction to Civic Education”;

b) To determine the effectiveness of the course and to foster its further
development in accordance with the achieved results during the 2000 – 2001
school year;

c) To Introduce new civic education teaching methods to the seminar
participants;

d) To explain more about IFES’ projects on Student Action Committees, Student
Local Government Day and Democracy summer camp to the seminar
participants;

e) To facilitate the teachers' communication and changing of experiences.

3. Preliminary tournaments

a) IFES together with the DoE and its oblast/city departments of education,
coordinated to conduct the oblast/city level tournaments on civic education,
so to select a finalist for the Olympiad in Almaty.  Only the 79 schools that
have been taught the course since September 2000, thus throughout a full
scholastic year, are participating in the tournaments.

b) The oblast/city tournaments were held in the Russian and Kazakh languages
only in the regions where IFES has more than two schools. These are:
Akmolinskaya, Almatinskaya, Aktubinskaya, Karagandinskaya, Uzhno-
Kazakhstanskaya and Vostochno-Kazakhstanskaya.  For the rest of oblasts



the finalists for Olympiad were selected using the results of testing designed
by IFES specialists.

4. Number of attendees

a) 14 students – representing 14 oblasts of Kazakhstan;
b) 14 teachers conducting the course.

5. Dates: March 29 – 30, 2001 (students arrive starting the 27th)

6. Place:  Hotel Kargalinsky sanatorium, Almaty.  All attendees and local guests
will have lodging, meal and attend both events.

7. Guests:
I. Daniel Russell, the Deputy Chief of Mission, US Embassy, Almaty,

Kazakhstan;
II. Raisa Sher, Ministry of Education, Astana, Director of the Department for

Special Education Schools
III. Scott Lansell, Director of IFES programs in Europe and Asia, Washington;
IV. Anthony Bowyer, Program Officer, IFES/CAR, Washington;
V. Maggie McDonough, Senior Program Assistant, IFES/CAR, Washington;
VI. Kathryn Stratos, ODT/USAID/Almaty;
VII. Greg Koldys, ODT/USAID/Almaty;
VIII. Igor Tupitsin, ODT/USAID/Almaty.

(The mass media is invited to observe the second and third rounds of the
competition and the awards presentation.)

8. Judges:
I. Law Teacher, Serikbaeva Alla Cyrymovna; Street Law – Kazakhstan,

Almaty
II. Zhukeshev Kanagat Muratbekovich, Senior specialist, Academy of

Education named by Altynsarin, Almaty;
III. Khasan Shinva, CE specialist, teacher of history and law, school-

gymnasium 54, ? lmaty;
IV. Dos Kushim, Director of the NGO DETAR, Almaty;
V. Arman Argynov, Director, Center for Civic Education, Almaty.

9. Rules for Olympiad

First Round: Written test - Thursday, March 29; 10:30 am – 12:30 pm

The students will take a test consisting of 45 multiple-choice questions, taken
from the Civics course textbook. Two hours are provided for the test.  The judges
will be grading the tests. The maximum score is 45 (1 for correct answer). The



students scoring the greatest score will go to the second round. The test results
will be announced at 2 pm.

Second Round: Oral exercises on practical assignments, personalities,
describing statements on freedom - Thursday, March 29; 2:30pm – 4:00pm.

The students will be offered the following assignments:

a) Oral exercises on practical assignments
Each assignment includes the description of a situation, the problems and
references to arguments. Each participant is offered recommendations to
complete the assignments. The students have to point out and discuss the gist of
the problem considering the following aspects: legal, social, conflict of interest
and practical. 10 minutes are given to complete the assignment. Eventually, each
participant makes a two-minute presentation to the audience. The judges shall
evaluate the presentations on a ten-point scale, using the following criteria:
situational analysis, idea forming, proper conclusions, logic, critical thinking,
decision making.

b) “Historical personalities” game
The historical personalities game was prepared using the text from “Introduction
into Civic Education” as a resource. Each student will have a chance in turn, to
identify the historic figure from the information provided orally. Each correct
answer earns the student one point.

b) oral assignments “Your vision of freedom”
Each student in the second round will get five minutes to read through quotes
from famous people about freedom.  They will then have two minutes to give
their own opinion that reflects their vision of freedom.  The judges are to assess
their answers based their logic, ability to prove their ideas; use of sound
arguments and the clarity of expressing their own opinions.

The judges will assess the eight, second-round participants and then select the
four best students for the third and final round.

Third Round: Oral Presentations - Friday, March 30; 10:30 am – 11:30 am.

To start the third round each of the four students selects a blank, sealed
envelope that contains their individual presentation topics and the number of their
presentation order.  Each assignment defines a specific situation where the
student will have to assume a role of authority to make a crucial decision.  The
students then have an hour and the use of various reference materials to write
their presentations. Each participant will then give a 5-7 minute presentation in
front of the judges, the other students, the guests and any media coverage.

The judges are to assess their presentations based on:



1. knowledge of civic education course: how well the student shows that they
fully comprehend and can apply their knowledge of civics as it relates to
the problem presented, and

2. general presentation skills – how well the student forms their argument,
the logic of their decision and their poise in presentation.

The decision and an award ceremony will start after 12:30 PM.

10.  The award ceremony and nominations

The judges will assess the competitors and inform IFES who won which prize.
IFES staff with DCM Russell will then present the grand prizes: Champion, 1st,
2nd and 3rd places. Scott Lansell and Tony Bowyer will present the prizes for the
winners in the following categories:

• the best result in written test
• the best result in practical assignments
• the best in the “Historical personalities” game
• the best public speaker
• the audience favorite
• for the best erudition
• for the best logic
• for the best knowledge of Kazakhstan history


